
Dallas Economic Development Corporation Announces the Appointments
of Two New Board Members

Community and Economic Development Innovator to Lead Dallas’s Newly Created Economic 
Development Corporation 

Dallas, TX – February 13, 2025 
 
Dallas Economic Development Corporation (Dallas EDC), a non-profit organization established to promote economic 
growth and vitality in Dallas, is pleased to announce the appointments of Chris Heinbaugh and Ambassador 
Jeanne Johnson Phillips to its Board of Directors. To view a complete list of Dallas EDC Board, click HERE.

Mr. Heinbaugh is the Chief Advocacy Officer at the AT&T Performing Arts Center, where he works with arts leaders to 
promote a vibrant arts community in Dallas. He developed a non-partisan advocacy strategy that has successfully 
garnered support for the arts from city leaders, contributing to economic development and corporate investment. 
He also secured $75.2 million for 15 city-owned cultural facilities through the 2024 Bond Program. Previously, he was 
Chief of Staff to Dallas Mayor Tom Leppert, managing policy decisions, political strategy, media engagement, and 
education initiatives.

Ambassador Phillips has had a distinguished career in corporate engagement and international relations. 
President George W. Bush appointed her as the U.S. Permanent Representative to the OECD in Paris (2001-2003). 
Notably, she is the only woman to chair two Presidential Inauguration Committees. Currently, she chairs the Mayor’s 
International Advisory Council for Dallas, promoting trade with international entities, and she recently served as an 
Honorary Consul for France to strengthen business and cultural ties.

“We are excited to announce the addition of two new members to our board, who will bring valuable insights to our 
organization,” stated John Stephens, Chairman of the Board of the Dallas Economic Development Corporation.  
To support and promote Dallas, these individuals come from various business backgrounds and represent the diverse 
industries in the city. The new board members embody this mission: Mr. Heinbaugh has extensive knowledge of Dallas’ 
Arts and Culture environment and the significance of the arts to economic development, while Ambassador Phillips’ 
international experience will help support the efforts of the Dallas EDC as a global business hub.”

Under McMahon’s leadership, Dallas EDC will prioritize economic development partnerships and collaborative efforts 
with local leaders, businesses, non-profits, and residents to ensure that economic development benefits are widespread 
and inclusive. McMahon is dedicated to creating opportunities that resonate across Dallas, ensuring no community 
is left behind. 
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About Dallas Economic Development Corporation 
The City of Dallas Economic Development Corporation (“Dallas EDC”) is a non-profit corporation created by the 
City to drive the city’s economic growth and vitality. The Mission is to promote Dallas as a globally competitive business 
destination that fosters economic opportunities for all members of the city.  The organization is guided by a vision 
of driving investment and economic growth through job creation as well as business development and real estate 
development and to prioritize actions and investments that create access to economic opportunity for all. Dallas is the 
epicenter of business, and the Dallas EDC showcases the unparalleled opportunities that Dallas offers. For additional 
information on Dallas EDC, click here.
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