
 
 

DALLAS EDC RECEIVES $1.5 MILLION GRANT FROM COMMUNITIES 
FOUNDATION OF TEXAS TO FOSTER A THRIVING DALLAS 

 
Dallas, TX, November 3, 2025 – The Dallas Economic Development Corporation (Dallas EDC), an 
independent nonprofit driving business investment, job creation, and inclusive growth across 
Dallas, announced that it has been awarded a $1.5 million multi-year grant from the Communities 
Foundation of Texas (CFT). The grant, which extends through May 2028, will provide core operating 
support to strengthen Dallas EDC’s organizational infrastructure and accelerate its work to grow the 
city’s economy. 
 
The funding will empower Dallas EDC to advance its strategic pillars, including: 
 

 Job Creation: Attracting and retaining employers through targeted industry and business 
retention programs that create living-wage jobs. 

 Real Estate: Catalyzing the revitalization of underutilized and City-owned properties, with a 
focus on historically underinvested areas in Southern Dallas. 

 Marketing: Positioning Dallas as a premier destination for business investment through 
proactive, data-driven marketing and industry outreach.  

 
“This transformative investment from Communities Foundation of Texas both strengthens our 
capacity and validates the importance of our mission,” said Linda McMahon, president and CEO of 
Dallas EDC. “CFT’s confidence in our work aƯirms the value of building an independent, agile 
organization to drive inclusive economic growth in Dallas. We are honored by their support and 
energized by the challenge to raise matching funds. We look forward to rallying additional investors 
to amplify the impact of this gift across our city.”  
 
"We are proud to be a lead investor in the Dallas EDC, an organization that shares our commitment 
to building a thriving community where every person can succeed," said Wayne White, President 
and CEO at Communities Foundation of Texas. "This grant is a strategic investment in Dallas's 
economic future. By strengthening Dallas EDC's core capacity, we are helping to create a more 
resilient local economy that will benefit Dallas for years to come." 
 
The $1.5 million grant was made possible by support from more than 25 unrestricted and field of 
interest charitable endowment legacy funds* that Communities Foundation of Texas manages.   
 
About Dallas Economic Development Corporation 
Dallas Economic Development Corporation (Dallas EDC) is a nonprofit organization established by 
the City of Dallas to drive economic growth and long-term prosperity. Its mission is to promote 
Dallas as a globally competitive business destination that fosters economic opportunities for all 
members of the city. Through strategic leadership, Dallas EDC accelerates investment and 
economic development by fostering job creation, supporting business expansion, and advancing 
high-impact real estate projects. The organization champions initiatives that expand access to 
opportunity, ensuring sustainable growth across the city. As the epicenter of growth for the North 
Texas economy, Dallas stands as a beacon of innovation and enterprise. The Dallas EDC actively 



promotes the city’s unparalleled strengths, reinforcing its status as an ideal environment for 
businesses to thrive and communities to prosper. For additional information on Dallas EDC, click 
here. 
 
About Communities Foundation of Texas 
The mission of Communities Foundation of Texas (CFT) is to improve the lives of all people in our 
community by investing in their health, wealth, living, and learning. CFT works to accomplish this by 
growing community giving, expanding community impact, and advancing community equity. With a 
vision of building thriving communities for all, CFT works locally and across the state with many 
individuals, families, companies, foundations, and nonprofits through a variety of charitable funds 
and strategic grantmaking initiatives. CFT professionally manages more than 1,200 charitable funds 
and has awarded more than $3 billion in grants since its founding in 1953.  
 
CFT is committed to serving and understanding donor needs, expertly handling complex gifts, 
wisely managing charitable funds, and leveraging its community knowledge to increase charitable 
impact, in addition to powering several initiatives including the W. W. Caruth, Jr. Fund at CFT, 
Educate Texas at CFT, GiveWisely, and CFT’s North Texas Giving Day. CFT’s North Texas Giving Day 
raised over $78 million in September 2025 in support of 3,500 North Texas nonprofits. Learn more at 
www.CFTexas.org. 
 
*CFT grant includes support from: Patricia A. Bernstein Family Charitable Fund, Jesse North Bigbee 
Fund, CARITAS Fund, Mabel Peters Caruth Fund, Margaret A. Davis Memorial Fund, William B. and 
Jeannette S. Eppler Fund, Jeannette Smith Eppler Charitable Trust Advise and Consult, Donald and 
Dorothy Fitch Fund, Martin W. and Bettie J. Halsell Fund, Vester T. Hughes, Jr. Charitable Fund, Katie 
Foundation Funds, Ledbetter / Styron Fund, Lone Star Endowment Fund, Martha D. Lytton 
Charitable Fund, Albert and Floy Moss Memorial Fund, Leonard Ernest Powell Fund, Principal/ 
Eppler, Guerin & Turner Fund, Sammons Foundation Fund, Lillie Mae Schwetke Endowment Fund, 
Jack M. Tuttle, Jr. Fund, Dorothy Volk Charitable Fund, E.G. and Irene H. Wadel Fund. Travis T. 
Wallace Fund, Mr. and Mrs. W. Robert Wigley Jr. Fund, John D. and Sherry Wigley Crow Fund. 
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For further information: 
Paul von Wupperfeld, Communications Director 
pvonwupperfeld@dallasedc.com 
Mobile: (214) 478-1092 
OƯice: (469) 802-0916 


