
Dallas Economic Development Corporation Announces Linda McMahon
as Sole Finalist for Chief Executive Officer

Community and Economic Development Innovator to Lead Dallas’s Newly Created Economic 
Development Corporation 

Dallas, TX – May 3, 2024 
 
Linda McMahon has been selected as the sole finalist for Chief Executive Officer of Dallas Economic Development 
Corporation (DEDC) after a lengthy national search. The Board will vote on Tuesday, May 7 and with approval of the 
Board, McMahon will become the organization’s first CEO effective July 1, 2024. This strategic appointment leverages 
McMahon’s extensive experience in commercial real estate, economic development, banking, and community 
revitalization. Her appointment marks a significant step forward in Dallas EDC’s mission to attract large and small 
businesses from around the world.  

McMahon’s career spans over four decades, during which she has earned a reputation as a thought leader, a catalyst for 
positive change, and a devoted advocate for Dallas and North Texas. Her remarkable track record includes serving since 
2010 as President and CEO of The Real Estate Council (TREC), the largest commercial real estate organization in Texas, 
working more than 30 years in banking and serving as an inaugural board member of Dallas EDC for the past 18 months. 
Throughout her career, she has worked on some of Dallas most pressing challenges around housing, transportation, 
workforce development, and community development, making her the ideal person to spearhead the new EDC.   

“Linda McMahon’s depth of experience and strategic approach to economic development align perfectly with Dallas 
EDC’s mission. Her visionary leadership is exactly what we need to propel Dallas into a new era of economic prosperity,” 
said John Stephens, President of Dallas EDC.  

McMahon’s leadership philosophy is deeply influenced by her commitment to community development, particularly in 
underserved areas of Southern Dallas where she helped raise more than $30 million for investment through the Grow 
South initiative. She will lead Dallas EDC’s plans to enhance infrastructure, support local businesses, and promote 
sustainable development to ensure long-term prosperity for all residents. 

“Linda McMahon’s leadership at Dallas EDC signals a bright future for Southern Dallas. Her deep-rooted relationships and 
commitment to community development, her ability to enact meaningful change, and her talent for attracting significant, 
positive business investments are precisely what Dallas needs,” remarked Mayor Pro Tem Tennell Atkins. 

As an independent nonprofit organization, the Dallas EDC was created to expand and strengthen the city’s economic 
development growth by attracting significant business investments, fueling job creation, and ensuring long-term economic 
advancement.  Dallas EDC is focused on marketing the city’s competitive advantages, including a highly educated 
workforce, a pro-business climate, a diverse mix of industries, and a robust infrastructure. Dallas EDC operates in close 
collaboration with the City of Dallas and local partners to promote Dallas as the preferred location for businesses to 
relocate, expand, or launch.  
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Under McMahon’s leadership, Dallas EDC will prioritize economic development partnerships and collaborative efforts with 
local leaders, businesses, non-profits, and residents to ensure that economic development benefits are widespread and 
inclusive. McMahon is dedicated to creating opportunities that resonate across Dallas, ensuring no community 
is left behind. 

About Dallas Economic Development Corporation 
The City of Dallas Economic Development Corporation is a nonprofit Local Government Corporation created to support 
business development and serve as a public developer within the City of Dallas by marketing Dallas around the world. 
Dallas EDC is overseen by a 15-member Board of Directors comprised of community and business leaders who are dedi-
cated to enhancing Dallas’s position as a leading global business destination. 

For more information, please contact: 

Erin Gaddis, Media Relations 
Alpha Business Images 
214.673.9435 
erin@alphabusinessimages.com  
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